Macrophages, lymphocytes and MHC II antigen in the ram and the rat testis.
Macrophages and various subtypes of lymphocytes were identified in the ram and the rat testis by using cytochemical and immunocytochemical techniques. Large and round acid phosphatase-positive cells, notably macrophages, were observed in the rat testis. These cells were absent in the ram testis. Small, elongated cells exhibiting acid phosphatase activity were observed in the testis of both species. The rat testicular interstitium contained 7.7 times as many acid phosphatase-positive cell profiles/surface area unit as did the ram testicular interstitium. T lymphocytes were only occasionally seen in the testis of rat and ram. B lymphocytes were not found in the ram. None of the cell types studies was found in the germinal epithelium.